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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents,

As we reach the end of the first full term of the academic year and prepare for the Christmas holiday, | would
like to thank you for your continued support and partnership. This term has been a busy and important one,
marking a period of positive reflection, renewal and growth for our school community.

With the introduction of a new leadership team, there have naturally been some changes along the way. |
appreciate the patience and understanding you have shown as we have settled into new ways of working, and
| am confident these changes will continue to feel increasingly familiar and reassuring.

Developments

Over the past term, we have made several thoughtful developments to school life, including strengthening our
safeguarding and monitoring systems to better support students’ needs and safety.

We have introduced a new assessment system, Evidence for Learning, which will be shared more fully with
parents over the coming terms. This enables you to receive weekly updates, including reports and videos, and
to share notes or videos from home to support learning.

Form tutors have also begun making regular phone calls home. We hope this helps families feel more
connected to school and supports timely conversations about progress or concerns.

In secondary, students now hand in their phones at the start of the school day. This has been met with a
positive response and supports students in focusing fully on learning. Alongside this, we are developing a
technology support hub on our website to offer guidance and recommended apps for managing smartphone
use at home.

The Future

Our ethos is built around VIVA, ensuring students are Valued, Included, Valuable and Achieve. These values
underpin everything we do. Our students are at the heart of all decisions, and while this work will continue to
develop over time, Ofsted has already recognised the school as good with outstanding features. It is my
intention to build on this strong foundation to achieve the very best outcomes for all.

As winter draws in, | am reminded of Camus’ words: “In the midst of winter, | finally learned that there was
within me an invincible summer.” That invincible summer is what | see in our students every day - their
resilience, determination and capacity to grow. This is the spirit | hope our school community continues to
embrace. VIVA reflects these values, but it also means life and joy.

| wish you all a joyful break, a very happy Christmas and holiday and a prosperous New Year.

Best wishes,
Joe Shepherd, Principal
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News from the Primary Site

Beech Class Enjoy a Victorian Christmas

Experience

Some pupils from Beech Class enjoyed a
festive trip to The Holly Lodge Centre in
Richmond Park, where they took part in a
Victorian Christmas Workshop. During the visit,
pupils decorated a Christmas tree, explored
sensory trays and enjoyed a range of creative
arts and crafts activities.

London Eye Fun for Hazel, Maple and Oak

Hazel Class, joined by some pupils from Maple
and Oak, enjoyed an exciting trip to the London
Eye as part of their Buildings topic. The group
travelled by minibus to Morden Station before
taking the Northern line to Waterloo.
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After their visit to the London Eye, pupils enjoyed
lunch in the park and time in the playground
before heading back to school by train. It was a
memorable and enjoyable day of learning.
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Christmas Carol Service

The Link Primary and Secondary sites took a trip to
Wallington Reform Church on the 8" December for
the Carol Service. It was a lovely eventled by
Reverend Bowman. He told the story of the nativity in
a wonderfully creative way. All the students and staff
enjoyed making noised when he said certain
words. The primary school students performed the
nativity scene to Away in a Manger. | love it when we
sing Silent Night and | make sure to include it every
year. Hetty, Deputy Head Girl, gave a lovely speech
reflecting on  Christmas and reminded us
to make sure we remember those less fortunate
than ourselves.

We were also treated to a sneaky peak of our
Christmas performance - EIf. The service ended with
a blessing after which staff and students enjoyed a
cup of tea and homemade mince pies.

®
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News from the Secondary site

Congratulations to our Christmas Card

Competition Winner!

Congratulations to Annabel, whose beautiful
Christmas scene, Christmas Eve, was chosen by
artist and designer Louise Pasquill as the winning
design in this year's Orchard Hill College and
Academy Trust Christmas Card Competition.

We received a record number of entries from
students across all regions and College Centres, and
the standard was incredibly high. Louise said:

“What a fabulous challenge you gave me this year!
The most festive, heart-warming and talented
collection of finalists ever, and | could only pick one
winner.”
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Louise praised Annabel's design for its storytelling
and festive detail:

“The Christmas elf offering a gift of a Christmas
flower captures the anticipation of Christmas Eve
perfectly — from the sleigh flying high over the snowy
North Pole to the twinkling lights and message of joy.”

Annabel was presented with an Amazon gift voucher,
a certificate, and a box of cards printed with her
winning design.
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More Christmas Fun!

Friday 12" was a busy day at the Secondary site.
Lilian and the Johnson team made the hall look lovely
and festive, whilst our very own Karen and Saloua
cooked an amazing Christmas dinner.

All the students ate in tutor groups and enjoyed the
food, pulling crackers and
Christmas.

chatting about their
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After a very quick turn around the hall
was became the setting for Link’s Got Talent. Every
tutor group had worked hard. We had
classes singing songs or telling jokes, and there was
even a Christmas Only Connect.
We even enjoyed two solo performances from
Annabel and Tatiana. A particular highlight was
a wonderful ballet dance performed by Darcie. The
show truly reflected how amazing and talented our
students are. Everyone left uplifted
and Christmassy.

Wood Class visit Nandos

On the 11th, Wood Class went to Nando’s and had a
great time together. It was a chance for everyone to
enjoy a proper sit-down meal, relax, and reflect on
a really positive term.

The trip gave students the opportunity to practise
social skills, independence, and appropriate
behaviour in the community, while also celebrating
how far they've all come. Lots of fun, good food,
and well-earned smiles all round.
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The Link School Marks White Ribbon Day with
Workshops on Respect and Equality

On 25th November, The Link School once again
showed its commitment to promoting respect and
equality by marking White Ribbon Day. As part of the
annual event, all male staff and students wore a
white ribbon to stand against male violence and
support gender equality.

This year, we were pleased to welcome Leila from
Cranstoun to deliver workshops for our senior
students, exploring key themes of respect and
equality. The sessions, which were well received by
both male and female students, sparked important
conversations about creating a respectful and
inclusive environment for all.

The workshops were supported by Jo Sunderland,
our RSE Lead, who helped facilitate and guide these
meaningful discussions.
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25th November

We are proud to continue our efforts in raising
awareness and fostering a culture of respect at The
Link School.

Wood Class Host Heart-Warming Coffee
Morning for Shelter Charity

Wood Class stepped up in style by hosting a
fantastic staff coffee morning to raise money for the
charity Shelter. The students took charge of the
entire event, serving tea and coffee, offering a
delicious selection of cakes and biscuits, and
greeting staff with brilliant hospitality.

Valued Inclusive

Their hard work and teamwork paid off. Thanks to
their efforts, and the generous support of therapist,
Charlotte, they raised £84 for Shelter, helping to
support people experiencing homelessness.

It was a brilliant example of community spirit,
practical life-skills in action, and students making a
real difference. Wood Class should be incredibly
proud of what they achieved.

Valuable Achieving
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Celebration Evening

On the 215t November students and parents were
invited into the Link Secondary site to receive their
certificates. This was a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate their hard work. Joe was delighted with the
results and said how proud everyone should be of
their achievements.

Foodbank

On the 6" November, our Sixth Form students
returned to Sutton Community Shop in the St
Nicholas Centre, Sutton. They had enjoyed their last
visit and felt it was such a lovely thing to do they
wanted to do it again.

The students were actively involved in organising
donations and over 50 kilogrammes of food were
collected. At the shop, some of the students helped
put the stock on the shelves and sorted out food in
date order, whilst others went to the storeroom and
put the stock we had collected away.
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It was also lovely to see last year’s students enjoying
catching up with old friends and letting us know how
well they are doing.

All the students had a wonderful afternoon. They
practised many skills including
communication, organisation and problem-solving.
They were all proud of or their contribution to the
community. Hetty reflected how we all felt when she
said ‘| feel so good after doing that'.

Thank you so much for to all of you who donated.
We will have another drive around Easter time.
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A Wonderful Christmas Fair — Thank you!

We are delighted to report that this year’s Christmas
Fair was a great success and thoroughly enjoyed by
our school community. The school was full of festive
cheer, with beautifully decorated stalls, seasonal
music, and a fantastic atmosphere throughout the
event.

Families and friends enjoyed a wide variety of
activities, including festive games, crafts, and
refreshments. The children were especially excited
to meet Santa.

We are extremely grateful to everyone who
contributed to the success of the fair — our

hardworking staff, parent volunteers, and all those
who donated prizes, baked goods, and their time.
Your generosity and support made the event
possible.

Thanks to the amazing turnout and community spirit,
the Christmas Fair raised valuable funds that will go
directly towards supporting school resources and
activities for our children.

Thank you once again for helping to make the
Christmas Fair such a memorable and joyful
occasion. We look forward to welcoming you to
future events.

News from the Satellite sites

Cottage Christmas News

In the lead up to Christmas, Artemis have made
their own Christmas cards to hand out to friends
and family, using lino to create their own
designs. The students enjoyed coming up
with designs for the cards which they also used
to decorate a tile using lots of different
materials.

Artemis also helped to prepare
their own Christmas dinner by peeling and
chopping the vegetables, roling the
stuffing balls and  prepping the chicken.
The Cottage then sat down for a wonderful meal
complete with crackers, Christmas music and
a Christmas backdrop.
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Bouncing into Christmas
On Tuesday 9" December, Curiosity and All the children behaved excellently, waited in
Explorers went to the trampoline park for their line when they needed to and were polite to
Christmas outing. All the children were very other users of the centre! Overall, it was a
excited, and so were the adults. The children wonderful day out to celebrate the run up to

did lots of jumping, running, bouncing and Christmas.
laughing and the adults did a brilliant job of

keeping up. It was a great way to burn off

some energy and have some fun together as 2

classes.

Dates for your calendar

/J
| boi\ -"‘ Inset Day on 5" January
Students are back to school on
l Fofg‘vl’ . 6" January

Charity Fundraiser — 27th January Science Week — 12th May
School Assembly — 5th February Sports Day — 10th June
Parent Evening — 15th March Summer Fair — 20th July
Cultural Festival — 30th April Art Exhibition — 3rd August
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