
SPRING 1
PARENT NEWSLETTER

We’ve had another wonderful term at The Link School.
In this newsletter, you’ll see how our students and
staff continue to embody our VIVA values - where
every student is Valued, Included, makes a Valuable
contribution, and Achieves great things.

The spring term is often about steady progress rather
than final outcomes. It’s the time of year when 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

everyone works hard to ensure our students reach their potential, even when the days are
short and the weather is gloomy. This is when the resilience of our students, families and
staff really shines, and I’m proud of how our whole community has shown strength and
commitment.

Recently, I spoke with a 6th form student who had thoughtful and legitimate questions
about some changes in school. I was proud of his eloquence and confidence in coming to
speak with me, and even more proud of his willingness to listen and consider the bigger
picture beyond his own experience.

I challenged him to think bravely - not just about what would benefit him, but what would
benefit the whole student community. This is a difficult challenge for all of us: balancing
our own needs with the needs of the wider community. His decision to support something
that didn’t directly benefit him showed real maturity, empathy and leadership. 

A strong community isn’t created by rules or conformity. It’s built by individuals choosing
to act with kindness, understanding and a willingness to put others first. These choices
may not bring immediate rewards, but together they shape a culture where everyone can
grow and thrive.

continued



I see this same spirit in our younger students too. Recently, I witnessed a primary student
share a space with another student in a way they hadn’t before - a small moment, but one
that took motivation, courage and care.

So, in these dark and rainy days, I invite you to join me in celebrating our incredible young
people. They remind us daily of what we can achieve when we value and support one
another.

And, in the same spirit of community, I’d like to challenge you, just as I challenged the
student above, to get involved and consider joining our Parent Teacher Association. If
you’re interested, email Liam at Lkeane@thelinkschool.co.uk.

Be brave. There is much that as individuals we can achieve, but as a community we are
so much stronger, and what I do know is that there are no people braver, more resilient or
talented than our families. 

Best wishes,

Joe Shepherd

Joe



RIDE ACCESS PASS CHANGES – INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND CARERS

We would like to make you aware of proposed changes by Merlin Entertainments
(operators of Alton Towers, LEGOLAND, Thorpe Park and other attractions) to their Ride
Access Pass system.

Under the new trial criteria, eligibility for ride access support may be restricted primarily to
guests with physical needs, such as difficulty standing or urgent toileting requirements.
This may mean that some autistic and neurodivergent young people — including those
who experience sensory overload, anxiety in crowded environments, or difficulty
regulating in long queues — may no longer qualify for support that has previously helped
make visits accessible.

For many young people, the ability to use a virtual queue system enables them to
participate in visits that might otherwise feel overwhelming or inaccessible.

A petition has been launched asking Merlin Entertainments to reconsider these changes
and to ensure that hidden disabilities, including autism and ADHD, continue to be
recognised within their accessibility provision.
If you feel this change may affect your child or others in the community, you may wish to
find out more or consider signing the petition using the link below.

Collective feedback can help organisations understand the impact of changes on families
and young people.



SCHOOL COUNCIL TRIP TO MORDEN ISLAMIC CENTRE 

Some members from School Council visited Morden Islamic Community Centre. First they
needed to take of their shoes and meet Imam Balil. He took them to see the place that
people go to pray, and they had a look at a prayer mat. After having a snack and drink,
everyone had an opportunity to wear a VR headset and see what Mecca looks like. 

PRIMARY



A SUCCESSFUL START TO THE SPRING TERM

Curiosity have had a fantastic Spring 1 Term and we are incredibly proud of everything
the students have achieved. The class have continued to settle confidently into classroom
routines, engaging well with their timetabled core subjects and are showing a positive
attitude towards their learning each day. 

A real highlight this term has been their work on developing their cooking skills,
particularly during weekly functional skills sessions. Working within a £7 weekly shopping
budget, pupils have shown great flexibility and teamwork when deciding what to cook,
planning their meals, and visiting the shop to purchase ingredients. They have
demonstrated growing independence, problem-solving skills and cooperation throughout
these sessions. 

Alongside this, the class have spent time playing games, learning how to resolve conflicts
positively, and building strong, respectful relationships with one another. Weekly trips to
The Arc have also been thoroughly enjoyed, with pupils interacting with the animals and
taking part in engaging sessions such as animal care. These experiences have supported
confidence, responsibility and empathy. 

Overall, it has been a very successful term for Year 6, filled with hard work, teamwork and
memorable experiences. Well done to everyone! 

SATELLITE PRIMARY NEWS



SATELLITE PRIMARY NEWS



Artemis have started the new year by studying The Tudors. Students have explored The
Royal family tree, how Henry VIII came to power, his wives, studying and creating our
own Tudor shields and producing some beautiful reproductions from artists of the day. In
DT, we have looked at and made our own earthquake proof structures, making our own
bridges to see what pressure and weight they could withstand.  

Students have tied in their Tudor work to start to learn Italian, cooking delicious pizza and
focaccia bread, shared reading of "Romeo and Juliet" and painting The Mona Lisa. We
have continued to encourage each other to spend more time working as a collective,
especially in cooking, P.E, gaming and Dungeon and Dragons. 

SATELLITE SECONDARY NEWS

A CREATIVE TERM OF TUDOR LEARNING



SATELLITE SECONDARY NEWS



Students from Yates and Weir had a fantastic time at the recent UNIHOC tournament.
They played brilliantly throughout the day, showing great determination and skill and
successfully progressed to the semi-finals. Although they were unfortunately knocked out
at that stage, they should be extremely proud of their achievement. 

It was a wonderful day filled with teamwork, positivity and excellent sportsmanship. Well
done to all the students involved for representing the school so well! 

SECONDARY NEWS

TEAMWORK AND SUCCESS AT UNIHOC



Throughout this term, students have enjoyed weekly Thursday afternoon sessions at
Epsom Boxing Academy. They have been working hard to improve their overall fitness, as
well as developing their hand-eye and foot coordination through a range of activities,
including bag and pad work. These sessions have provided a great opportunity for
students to build confidence, focus and perseverance while staying active. 

SECONDARY NEWS

STUDENTS ENJOY BOXING ACADEMY SESSIONS



ALL SITES

Thursday 5th March – World Book Day - Dress as your favourite book character

End of term : Friday 27th March – 1pm finish

PRIMARY SITE

Mother's Day Tea – Friday 13  Marchth

SECONDARY SITE

Wednesday 25th Feb - Bowling competition– 10:30 to 12:30
Monday 2nd March - Fulham football tournament – KS4 Boys
Tuesday 3rd March - Basketball Tournament
Thursday 5  March - Wize Up Money and Careers Workshop - Sixth Form th

Friday 20th March - First round of London Youth Games Dance Competition - KS3

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


