Vision and Values

The Link School is special. We span four sites and four pathways, all born of a
deep seated calling to respond to the needs of our community.

This means that although we are across different environments we are one
school, with one ethos, one vision and one intention.

As a school team we are driven by our school motto “digging deep to aim
high.” This means that every member of staff digs deep to ensure that all of
our learners are understood and met where they are. That our learners
overcome their barriers and reach their potential.

We seek to overcome barriers today so that young people and parents can
look forward to a bright future tomorrow.

VIVA

The four key strands of our vision are VIVA. Our students, staff and
community are:

o Valued
e Included

« Valuable

« Achieving

Valued

All of our students are met where they are. They are understood, accepted and
cared for in all their aspects. We celebrate their talents and recognise, respond
to and welcome their challenges. We ensure that the appropriate support,
curricula and opportunities are in place. We advocate for and support our
students and families.

We are on your side.
Included

We are committed to ensuring that every student has the opportunity to
access the school offer, and as such the community and life in general, at the
appropriate level for them. We adapt our offer, support and input to ensure



that every student receives the maximum on offer, in a way that meets their
needs, values and develops their talents and interests and expands their
experience, understanding and skills to manage the world.

Valuable

The core of our school philosophy is that our students are not only valued and
included, but valuable. So much of SEN is driven by a deficit model where we
respond to challenges and barriers. This serves a purpose, but we challenge
this model, every student has something important to offer the world and it is
vital that this is developed, recognised and celebrated.

We know that difficulties with mental health and self-worth are significant
outcomes for people with SEN. As such we value and care for our students in
the best way possible, but true and sustained self-esteem and confidence
comes not from what we receive, but on what we give. It is the knowledge,
opportunity and belief of what we can offer the world that develops the sense
of self, resilience and worth that underlies the resilience and adaptability that
ensures a happy and successful life.

It is our view that every student has something to offer, this will look different
depending on who they are, but we are committed to ensuring that our
students know this and express it, the community knows this and the world
knows this.

Achieving

When our students, families, community and staff are valued, valuable and
included, then their achievements are guaranteed.

Our shared ethos and vision ensure that our school is the best possible
environment for our students to thrive. The wisdom, expertise and
commitment of the whole community drives this. We are proud and grateful
for the trust that our students and families hold us in.

We are on your side.



