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“Music is inclusive irrespective of abilities. It can be of particular benefit to children and
young people with Special Educational Needs and disabilities but also those who are
marginalised, vulnerable and often hard to reach. Music gives children a unique
motivation to participate and communicate and advances in technology mean more
children than ever can take part in and reap the many benefits of a music education.”

Aims
Music at The Link School aims to:
e Experience Enjoyment: Provide a variety of musical activities such as

singing, dancing, playing instruments, and listening to different genres.
Incorporate games and interactive activities to make music enjoyable.

e Develop Understanding: Introduce basic musical concepts such as rhythm,
melody, and harmony through hands-on activities and listening exercises.
Use age-appropriate language and examples.



e Foster Positive Attitudes: Create a supportive environment where every
child feels valued. Celebrate individual achievements and encourage
perseverance through challenges.

e Enhance Social Skills: Organize group activities like ensemble
performances or collaborative composition projects to encourage teamwork
and communication.

e Explore Musical Traditions: Expose children to music from various cultures
and historical periods.

e Opportunity to Perform: Provide regular chances for children to perform,
whether in informal settings like class presentations or more structured
events like school concerts.

e Explore Sounds: Encourage experimentation with different instruments and
sound-making objects. Use activities that involve creating and manipulating
sounds.

e Compose and Express: Allow children to create their own music using
simple composition tools. Provide prompts or themes to help them express
their ideas and emotions.

e Listen to Various Styles: Play a range of music styles from different cultures
and eras. Discuss what they hear and how it makes them feel.

e Appreciate Musical Heritage: Introduce children to the history of music and
significant composers. Use storytelling and multimedia resources to make
history engaging.

e Motivate and Succeed: Offer encouragement and constructive feedback.
Set achievable goals and provide opportunities for success in various
aspects of music.

e Express Opinions: Create opportunities for children to share their thoughts
on music through discussions, journals, or creative projects.

e Develop Talents: Identify and nurture individual strengths and interests.
Provide tailored guidance and resources to help each child develop their
musical abilities.

By integrating these objectives we hope to can create a rich and supportive environment
that fosters both musical skills and personal growth for our children.

Principles of Teaching



These points highlight a thoughtful and inclusive approach to designing a music
curriculum. Here’s a breakdown of how each element supports an effective music

education program:

1. Integration with National Guidelines and Class Topics:

o

Cross-Curricular Links: Align music lessons with broader class topics and
themes to enhance relevance and engagement.

Skills-Based and Creative: Focus on developing specific musical skills
(like rhythm, melody, and harmony) while allowing creativity to flourish.
This approach ensures that students build a strong foundation in music
while exploring their personal interests.

2. Differentiation:

o

o

Resource: Provide varied musical resources and materials to cater to
different learning styles and needs. This might include different types of
instruments or technology-based resources.

Task: Design tasks that can be adjusted in complexity to match students'
abilities. For instance, simpler rhythmic patterns for beginners and more
complex compositions for advanced students.

Support: Offer additional support as needed, such as one-on-one
assistance and adapted lesson planning.

Outcome: Ensure that the outcomes of music activities are flexible,
allowing students to achieve success in ways that match their individual
strengths.

3. Inclusivity and Respect:

o

Participation for All: Create an inclusive environment where every
student feels welcome to join and enjoy music lessons, regardless of their
background or personal circumstances.

Cultural Respect: Promote understanding and respect for different
cultures through the study of diverse musical traditions. This helps build
empathy and appreciation among students.

4. Support for Special Educational Needs:

Confidence Through Music: Use music as a tool for self-expression,
which can be particularly empowering for students with special
educational needs. Music provides a non-verbal outlet for emotions and
creativity, allowing these students to experience success and build
confidence in a supportive setting.



o Non-Academic Success: Emphasize that success in music is not reliant
on traditional academic skills. This can be especially beneficial for
students who may struggle in other academic areas, providing them with
a positive and affirming experience.

By incorporating these elements into the music curriculum, The Link School ensures
that it is not only educationally sound but also accessible, engaging, and supportive of
all students' needs and abilities.

Music Curriculum Early Years Foundation Stage

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is based on six areas of learning aiming to
promote all aspects of a child’s development. Music comes under the ‘Expressive Arts
and Design’ area of learning within ‘Exploring and Using Media and Materials’ and ‘Being
Imaginative’. EYFS lessons are taught using the “Music Development Matters in EYFS”
guidance.

Exploring and Using Media and Materials

Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing
them. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques,
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.

Being Imaginative

Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking
about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through
design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories.

During the Early Years Foundation Stage, children explore, experiment, practise, repeat
and consolidate musical ideas and skills through singing, playing and movement; they
have access to instruments appropriate to their age. Music by its very nature will
develop skills and competencies in other areas of learning.

Key stage 1

Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. The fundamental skills,
knowledge and concepts of the subject are set out in National Curriculum 2014:

Pupils should be taught to:



e Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking
chants and rhymes play tuned and untuned instruments musically.

e Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and
recorded music.

e Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related
dimensions of music.

At The Link these experiences and skills are taught through:

- Cross curricular topics
Expressive Arts and Design — Colours and Patterns / Moving and Grooving
- Interactive Music
- Songs for transitions
- Rhyming suitcase
- Jolly Phonics songs
- Lunch time activities— music making
- Sing and sign assembly
- Sensory Assembly

Key stage 2

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and
control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and
manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural
memory.

Pupils should be taught to:

e Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.

e Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related
dimensions of music

e Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory
use and understand staff and other musical notations

e Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians
develop an understanding of the history of music.

At The Link these experiences and skills are taught through:

- Cross curricular topics



Creative Arts/ DT- Thank you for the Music / Senses / Paint me a Picture/ Music
from around the world
Social/PSHE- Let’s celebrate/ Stories from around the world
IT— Media magic
- DJtherapy
- Interactive Music
- Jolly Phonics songs
- Rhyme Time/ Campfire songs
- Instrument making in DT
- Lunch time activities — music making
- Sing and sign assembly
- Sensory Assembly
- Golden book Assembly — celebratory music /reflective music
- Singing in Special Moments Assembly, often songs linked to the theme
- Nordoff Robbins music therapy
- IT programmes — busy things and purple mash

Key stage 3

Pupils should build on their previous knowledge and skills through performing,
composing and listening. They should develop their vocal and/or instrumental fluency,
accuracy and expressiveness; and understand musical structures, styles, genres and
traditions, identifying the expressive use of musical dimensions. They should listen with
increasing discrimination and awareness to inform their practice as musicians. They
should use technologies appropriately and appreciate and understand a wide range of
musical contexts and styles.

Pupils should be taught to:

e play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble contexts using
their voice, playing instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and
expression

e improvise and compose; and extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a
range of musical structures, styles, genres and traditions

e use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and accurately in a range of
musical styles, genres and traditions

e identify and use the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with
increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, different types of scales
and other musical devices



e listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music from great
composers and musicians

e develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which
they listen, and its history

At The Link these experiences and skills are taught through:

- The annual school musical

- End of term shows- the Link’s got talent

- Musical genres for entering/ exiting assembly
- Makaton sing and sign club

- Choir

- Nordoff Robbins music therapy

- Sutton peripatetic music teaching 1-1 sessions
- Movement breaks

- Regulation activities in the zones room

- DJtherapy

- Annual Carol service
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