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Phonics and Reading at The Link School 

At the Link School, the process of phonics development and reading is taught through a 

systematic and progressive approach that builds upon the pupils’ individual needs and interests 

and encourages a love for reading. 

Phonics Teaching 

In Primary, pupils are introduced to the Jolly Phonics scheme, where the sounds of letters and 

letter combinations are introduced in a multisensory and engaging manner through activities that 

incorporate songs, stories and hands-on games. Jolly Phonics systematically teaches phonics, 

grammar, spelling, and punctuation skills to our pupils, and helps them to develop decoding skills; 

this develops the pupils’ confidence in their reading abilities. Jolly Phonics helps our pupils to 

blend sounds to form words, enabling them to read simple texts independently, including simple 

texts in books, text displayed on devices and around the school environment. 

As pupils move onto our Secondary site, targeted phonics intervention continues to develop 

understanding by moving to the Ann Sullivan programme. This is a complete, systematic, 

synthetic, linguistic phonics programme that supports the pupils to continue to reinforce their 

understanding of language structure and reading fluency. The pupils develop a greater 

understanding of how written English language is constructed. They are provided with strategies 

that help them to build upon and retain new information as they move up through school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Link School’s Journey from Phonics to Reading for Pleasure 

Our staff team support pupils in transitioning from phonics to independent reading skills, using 

strategies that include: 

• Shared Learning Opportunities: our staff team teach phonics directly and model reading 

strategies to the pupils. 

• Phonics Awareness in Texts: texts incorporate the phonics skills that pupils have learned, 

enabling pupils to apply their knowledge in context. This helps reinforce the pupils’ increasing 

understanding of phonics and helps them to build their confidence with reading. 

• Reading Aloud: our staff team read aloud to pupils, demonstrating fluent reading and 

comprehension strategies. This exposure helps our pupils to understand text structure and 

vocabulary, making the concept of independent reading less challenging. 

• Guided Reading Opportunities: reading in small groups allows our staff team to provide 

targeted support based on individual pupil needs. This personalised approach bridges the gap 

to independent reading. 

• Development of Independence skills: we support pupils to monitor their reading for meaning 

and to use context clues, which, in turn, develops the pupils’ independence, critical thinking, 

inference and deduction skills. 



• Access to a Variety of Texts: we provide a diverse range of reading materials - fiction, non- 

fiction and different genres - that encourage pupils to explore their interests, making 

independent reading more appealing. 

• Reading Community: we have created classroom environments that each have a ‘Reading 

Area’. These specific areas help to provide opportunities for pupils to read independently and 

share their reading experiences with their peers and the staff team, alike. 

• Volunteer Reading Programme (VRP): our parents and carers volunteer their time to support 

our pupils to practice reading skills and develop reading for pleasure opportunities across the 

week. 

• Incorporating Technology: we use educational applications and digital platforms, including 

Lexia, to engage students and provide additional phonics practice and reading opportunities. 

• Ongoing Assessment and Feedback: we monitor the progress made in reading by each pupil 

across the school and respond accordingly, with the support of our Occupational Therapy and 

Speech and Language Therapy teams, as needed; this forms a trans-disciplinary approach to 

meeting the needs of each pupil at the Link School. 

By providing a clear pathway from phonics to early reading skills, we enable our pupils to build 

strong phonics skills that allow them to experience reading texts independently; this is the first 

step towards developing reading for pleasure. As our pupils become proficient readers, they are 

more likely to engage with a variety of literature, exploring different genres and themes that 

pique their interest. 

At The Link School, we encourage reading for pleasure opportunities that support overall literacy 

development. The reading opportunities that we provide help to prepare our pupils for life after 

The Link School, as they journey into adulthood. By effectively teaching phonics and promoting 

the enjoyment of reading, we aim to create well-rounded, enthusiastic readers, who appreciate 

the joy and knowledge that books and various text platforms provide. 
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