
 

   

 

Autumn Term 1 

Dear Parents and Carers  

Welcome back to our existing students and a 

warm welcome to all new students, parents, and 

carers. We’ve had a positive start to the term - 
students have settled in well and are engaging 

positively in their learning, enrichment, and 

social time. 

This is the first of our half-termly newsletters - a 

great way to keep you informed and up to date 

with everything happening in and around the 

school. It will also give you a small snapshot of 

what’s been taking place across all our sites. 
Communication is key and plays an important 

role in ensuring your child’s time at The Link 
School is both happy and rewarding. 

Please keep an eye on the ‘Dates for Your Diary’ 
section at the end of the newsletter so you are 

aware of all upcoming opportunities and events. 

I wanted to share how proud I was of how the 

whole school came together to celebrate World 

Mental Health Day. We proudly supported the 

YoungMinds campaign, ‘Hello Yellow’ - raising 

money and awareness for young people’s 
mental health. 

Students and staff wore yellow and took part in 

a fun conversation-starter photo booth session. 

Our Student Safeguard Ambassadors worked 

together to create thought-provoking questions 

to help young people reflect on their mental 

health and wellbeing. 

A huge thank you to everyone who took part and 

helped make the day such a success! 

 

Best wishes, Joe Shepherd, Principal
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A Message from Liam 

Well done to all our young people who have 
made this another great half term at the 
Secondary Site. We are so proud of their efforts 
and achievements. From the whole school 
Cross Country to choir to community visits to 
celebrating Black History Month, it has really 
been a fantastic half term. Preparations are well 
under way for the School Production and many 
more activities to support our students' 
wellbeing and cultural knowledge. We are 
particularly proud of our attendance averaging 
over 93% and for this our students should be 
commended. 
 
Secondary site students through their hard work 
and respect for each other have been achieving 
Link Coins to work as a team in their Houses. I 
am pleased to announce that Air House are our 
winners for this half term and will be treated to 
an afternoon at one of the cafes in the local area 
for a hot chocolate or milkshake of their choice. 
 
We hope that the half term will offer a chance 
for our students to relax and rest in readiness 
for the half term leading up to Christmas. 
During the half term you may wish to visit one of 
the following sites: 
 
Join The ARC Centre for Animal Education | 
Book Now for Unique Experiences in Croydon, 
England 
The ARC is offering a holiday club for the week 
beginning 27th October. 
 
Visit Deen City Farm 
 
Home - British Wildlife Centre 
 

Alternative options: 
Disability Activities | Sutton | Keen2Go 
 
 
 
After-school and holiday childcare - 
sutton.gov.uk 
 

A Message from Sue and Nelly 

Nelly our therapy dog is a popular visitor at the 

Primary on a Wednesday. She moves happily 

around the school and will spend time with 

pupils in their classroom, in groups or on an 

individual basis. The children love seeing her 

and she helps them with their regulation, 

attention and to try different things such as 

holding Nelly’s lead and taking her for a walk in 
the school.  

 
 
I know the pleasure and benefit that spending 
time with a dog can bring as we have a 
wonderful pet Labrador. The welcome he gives 
me each evening is amazing and I am looking 
forward to spending time walking him by the sea 
during the half term holiday. 
 
I hope you all have an enjoyable half-term. 

 

Messages from the Senior Leadership Team 

https://www.the-arc-centre.co.uk/
https://www.the-arc-centre.co.uk/
https://www.the-arc-centre.co.uk/
https://www.deencityfarm.co.uk/
https://britishwildlifecentre.co.uk/
https://www.keen2go.org/
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/after-school-and-holiday-childcare
https://www.sutton.gov.uk/after-school-and-holiday-childcare
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A Poem from Dipa 
 

“Dipa the Deeper Teacher” 
(A Not-So-Shallow Poem) 

 
There once was a teacher named Dipa, 

Whose wisdom went deeper and deeper. 
Not just with her class — 

She had so much pizzazz, 
You’d swear she was part-time mind reader. 

 
In the classroom she’s calmly commanding, 

 
 

While papers and projects are landing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

But she doesn’t just teach, 
She reaches — like speech 

That’s inspiring and mildly demanding. 
At home, she’s a mum with a giggle to share, 

With a 7-year-old who has wild, awesome hair. 
She reads all the books, 

Endures Lego hooks, 
And answers “But why??” with mom-level care. 

 
Family is key — she’s deeply connected, 
With love that is loud and wildly reflected, 

They’re the roots to her tree, 
The chai to her tea — 

(And possibly the ones who get corrected.) 
 

But let’s not forget, when kids leave her class, 
They walk a bit taller — they’re ready to pass. 

Not just in exams, 
But in real-life programs — 

They’re adulting grads with a bit more sass. 
 
 

 

Here at the Primary Site the pupils have been 

busy settling into their new routines and for some 

their new classes. It has been lovely to see how 

some of our pupils have grown and matured over 

the summer and how well our new members are 

settling into life at The Link. The topics this term 

are: 

Acorn – Colours and Patterns 

Willow and Beech – Senses 

Hazel, Maple and Oak – Buildings/Where I Live 

More details of the topics are available on the 

website. 

School Council 

We have an active School Council and they have 

been very involved with school life this half-term. 

In September they helped to organise and were 

on hand at the Macmillan Coffee Afternoon to 

ensure that all the guests were served a drink 

and cake. They also enjoyed sampling some 
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themselves as a reward for all their hard work! 

The event raised £170. 

Harvest Festival 

Thank you very much for all the generous 

Harvest donations that we received. Emily who 

runs the School Council writes: 

"The school council visited St Michael's Church 

in Wallington to drop off Harvest donations which 

will go to local food banks. They helped to 

display all the donations at the front of the church. 

They then went outside to find lots of leaves and 

sticks which were used for a pretend campfire to 

sit around and sing songs together". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black History Celebrations at the 

Primary 

We performed in assembly for Black History 

Month. We started the show by singing ‘Don’t 
Give Up’ by Bruno Mars when he was in Sesame 
Street and we ended the assembly with ‘Three 
Little Birds’ by Bob Marley. Other performances 
included children doing solo dances: 

o Charlie as Stevie Wonder’s ‘Isn’t She Lovely’ 

o Malcolm as Bruno Mars in ‘APT’ 

o Matilda as Tina Turner’s ‘Proud Mary’ 

o Isla as Beyonce’s ‘Single Ladies’ 

o Ethan played ‘One Love’ by Bob Marley on the 
piano

  



 

   

 

Autumn Term 1 

 

Art and Engagement 

Art and Engagement is a very popular session 
which takes once a week for each class. 
 
There has been a lot of investigation happening 
in the Art Garden over the last term.  
 
Children have been very interested in the big 
bottles and one child enjoyed making a water 
tornado. Many of the boys in Hazel Class loved 
finding out what was inside the pumpkin which 
was followed up by making a pretend pumpkin 
soup.  
 
The children have enjoyed painting on a big 
scale as well as mixing colours, using big 
brushes to paint the walls, the tiles, pumpkins 
and big pieces of cardboard. I am very pleased 
that so many children shared their space 
successfully by working/playing alongside each 
other as well as sharing resources.  
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           Makaton in Tomlin-Matisse 

 

This term, Tomlin-Matisse class were excited to 

lead an assembly on Makaton. Makaton is a 

visual method designed to help people 

communicate through images and signs. Our 

resident expert, Ben chose a song for us to learn 

and then teach the school. The Beatles, "A little 

Help from My Friends " had great lyrics for us to 

learn and sing along to.  

In preparation for our assembly we surveyed the 

school to find out how many people were familiar 

with Makaton and how many had learnt some 

already. 

We then researched the origins of Makaton and 

found out who devised it and how it got its name. 

We produced a PowerPoint presentation with a 

link to the song. 

We really enjoyed working together on our 

assembly and I think everyone enjoyed our 

Beatles rendition! 

 

Black History Day at The Link School 
 
On Thursday 16th October, The Link School 
came together to celebrate Black History 
Day—a vibrant and inspiring event that 
honoured the achievements, creativity, and 
resilience of black and mixed ethnicity people 
throughout history. 

Each class explored an influential figure or 
theme and showcased their learning through 
engaging presentations, performances, and 
creative displays. The day highlighted not only 
historical achievements but also the importance 
of representation, culture, and pride. 

The celebration continued with our Black History 
Festival, where students and staff enjoyed a 
feast of Jamaican and African cuisine, 
including jollof rice, jerk chicken, patties, fried 
plantain, and more. The hall was filled with 
music, laughter, and the aroma of rich flavours—
bringing our school community together in 
appreciation of culture, history, and unity. 
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Branson Bikes 

This term, pupils in Branson Class have 
demonstrated outstanding teamwork and 
responsibility by assisting in the repair and 
maintenance of the school bicycles. Under staff 
supervision, the students learned basic 
mechanical skills such as fixing punctures, 
adjusting brake cables, and checking tyres for 
safety. 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Boxing 

A group of students from The Link have been 
taking part in an out-of-school boxing 
programme with Epsom Boxing Academy, 
designed to promote physical fitness, self-
discipline, and emotional resilience. Guided by 
trained coaches, participants engaged in 
strength training, footwork drills, and non-contact 
boxing techniques, all within a structured and 
respectful environment 

The programme has had a positive impact on the 
pupils involved, improving their confidence, 
focus, and ability to manage emotions under 
pressure. The boxing club is helping students 
build lifelong skills both inside and outside the 
classroom. 
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Exploring Themes in Literature - Fear, 

Control, Rebellion and Freedom 

This week, students took part in a 

creative visual literacy project exploring 

the powerful themes of Fear, Control, 

Rebellion, and Freedom.  

Students created expressive collages 

with their chosen word at the centre, 

surrounding it with images, colours, 

and symbols that represented its 

meaning. The task encouraged them to 

think deeply about emotions, personal 

experiences, and social influences; it 

enabled our students to connect to 

abstract concepts in a meaningful way.  

 

 

 

The results were bold, thought-provoking, and 

full of individuality. 

 

 

                  Tiger’s Tea Party 

Last week, Explorers class read The Tiger Who 

Came to Tea as part of their English learning. 

After sharing the story and watching a video of 

it being read, they completed a range of 

activities including caption-writing and story-

mapping.   

 

To end the week, they each wrote an invitation 

to a friend to invite them to a tea party, in 

exchange for cake! 🙂 The children were 

excited about the prospect of having juice and 

cake, so were more than willing to invite their 

friends. It was lovely to welcome some of their 

friends from Apollo class too. Luckily, there 

were no Tigers at this tea party though! 
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Pioneer Class 

This term, the Pioneer Class has been on an 

exciting global adventure without ever leaving 

the classroom. They've been learning all about   

different parts of the world, diving into the 

unique cultures, traditions, and landscapes 

each country has to offer.  

As part of their journey, they've also been 

cooking and tasting delicious foods from the 

countries they study, bringing the flavours of the 

world to life. 

 

Artemis Class 

Artemis have had a busy start to the new term. 

We have been enjoying new curriculum 

subjects. In DT, we designed our own chocolate 

bars, logos and advertising posters, in ICT 

we've been using laptops to explore software 

programs, and in music we have explored 

Classical, Jazz and the Blues. Cookery has 

been delicious, baking red velvet cupcakes to 

creating bacon and cheese turnovers. The 

students have been enjoying class games in PE 

of basketball and rounders. Happy Halloween 

holidays from Artemis!  
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 Monday 3rd November – Back to School 

 Thursday 6th November - PTFA AGM (online) – a link will be sent in due course, prior to 

the meeting  

 Friday 21st November – Celebration Evening at the Secondary Site 

 Wednesday 3rd December – Primary IEP Evening 

 Saturday 6th December – The Link School Christmas Fair 12.00 - 2.00pm, to be held at 

the Secondary Site 

 Wednesday 10th December – Parents' Evening at Secondary site  

 Wednesday 17th December – Secondary School Production  

 

 

 

Dates for your calendar 
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