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An individual 

approach 



Definitions 

• Phoneme – A phoneme is how a letter sounds. When counting the sounds in a word, you count a sound if it makes the shape of your

mouth move.

• Grapheme – This is what a sound looks like written down.

• C –When describing the structure of a word, a C is used to show a consonant.

• V –When describing the structure of a word, a V is used to show a vowel.

• Digraphs – This is two letters that make one sound, such as ‘ch’ or ‘sh’.

• Trigraphs – This is three letters that make one sound, such as ‘ear’ or ‘air’

• Split digraphs – A split digraph is two vowels in a word that a split up by a consonant in the middle. There is always an ‘e’ at the end of
the digraph and this ‘e’makes the other vowel sound like its letter name and the ‘e’ is silent.

• Adjacent consonants or consonants blends – this is two consonants together. Some learners may find these difficult and need heavy

modelling to notice all the sounds in the words. These can be found at the beginning, middle or the end of words.

• Common exception words - These are words that do not follow the normal phonics pattern and need to be learnt by sight. For

example: the, come, our.



To start
All students across pathways at this level

• Oral segmenting modelled by adults can 
help assess if a child have phonological 
awareness. 

• Can be used in giving instructions or in 
conversation – “where is your b-a-g?” 

• This can help with SALT difficulties as it is 
highlighting all of the sounds in the word.

• Robot arms might work for some learners.

• Whale talk like Dory 

• Using the letters of their name to highlight 
similar words

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXU
W_v-1s

– This video can help with any sounds that you 
are not sure of

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


Using interests to personalise sounds

These are premade examples, but they could 
be adapted to meet their needs.
E.g. Disney/pixar films
A – anna
B – Baloo
C – Carl
D – Dusty
E – Eve
F – Fix it Felix
G – Genie
H – Hamm
I – Incredibles
J –Joy
K – Kristoff
L – Lightning McQueen
M – Merida
N – Nemo
O – Olaf
P – Pumba
Q – Queen of hearts
R – Remy
S – Simba
T – Tarzan
U – Ursula
V – Violet
W – Wall-ee
X – 
Y – Yeti
Z -Zazu



Personalised sound mats for writing

• This is a standard phonics sound mat off twinkl. 

• The pictures can be changed to photos or images that 

will help learners remember the sounds.

• This follows the order of teaching sounds by DfE 

Letters and sounds – that doesn’t mean that we must 
teach it in this order

• If a learner has a sudden interest in birdwatching, it 

might be more appropriate to teach them “er/ir/ur” or 
‘s’ for swallow. 

• Look at the vocabulary there is for that topic and see if 

there is a pattern with some of the words. 



Games that can be played to help reading

• Jenga

• Musical Phonics

• Scavenger hunt

• Tricky word racing – adults vs children

• Snowball game

• Kaboom

• Volleyball with a beach ball 

• Pom poms

• Adapting board games 

• Use pinterest, Instagram or tiktok for other ideas ☺

– Don’t be afraid to try! If it works, share practise! If it doesn’t let’s 
work together to adapt it and try again ☺ 



Precision teaching

• For semi-formal 1, 2 and Formal learners

• Initial assessment would be ideal to know which sounds they are 

confident with and which ones they are not. 

• In each table there are 5 sounds – 3 that they are confident with 

and 2 that they struggle with. 

• Each day, they have 1-2 minutes to go through the sounds. 

• The adult doesn’t correct them while they are in their time limit.

• Mark secretly (if possible or see if another adult can listen and take 

notes) which ones they got right. 

• They should get quicker and read more of the sounds.

• After at least a week, you can start changing one of the sounds – 

should be one they were already confident with changed to an 

unsure one.

• Different tables used in rotation, so they are not learning it by rote 

but recognising the sound.



Sight readers

• Reading with and to them, pointing at the 
words 

• YouTube videos where they can read a 
long with the book.

• Subtitles on videos

• Pointing out words in the community

• Playing games, like snap or bingo

• We use switch games with a story line to 
be able to ask comprehension questions.
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Guided Reading

• For semi-formal 2 learners, the class listen to audio 

books as a class every day. The books chosen are 

high interest to engage the learners into reading. 

• For formal learners, they read a book together every 

day. Those that are confident, can choose to 

read aloud to the others.

• For both pathways, the questions are based on the 

skills needed from the national curriculum. 

• The teachers differentiate the questions to meet the 

needs of each learner. By having a group of mixed 

ability means that harder questions can be modelled 

by other learners to help them progress. To further 

challenge, teachers model questions and answers 

with adults that are in the room. 



Apps/videos that can help 
with teaching reading

• Busy things

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zgkw2hv 

– Karate cats

– Crystal explorers 

• Tricky words

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NOzgR1ANc4&t=19s 11/7
/2
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