Reading and Phonics

1. Reading

A. Skills for learning to read

For a child to learn to read they have to master several important skills:

The child has to be able to unlock the code of letters and work out what each
phoneme says.

They also have to be able to understand the meaning of the text they are reading.
They need to adopt certain reading behaviours such as turning the pages of a book
from left to right, holding the text the correct way up, distinguishing between a
picture and text.

They need to be able to look at the presentational features of the text such as why
the author has used bold text.

The child needs to look at the use of language in a text and what exactly the author
is trying to convey to the reader.
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Encouraging a love for reading: opportunities for role play/drama/ exploration of
characters

Developing vocabulary: description of events, characters, settings

Opportunities for writing for meaning

Developing sentence structure: retelling stories using Colourful Semantics

All of the above supports reading comprehension



C. What reading looks like at the different WSP levels.

WSP4

Pupils listen and respond to familiar rhymes and stories. They show some
understanding of how books work, for example, turning pages and holding the book
the right way up.

WSP5

Pupils select a few words, symbols or pictures with which they are particularly
familiar and derive some meaning from text, symbols or pictures presented in a way
familiar to them. They match objects to pictures and symbols, for example, choosing
between two symbols to select a drink or seeing a photograph of a child and eye-
pointing at the child. They show curiosity about content at a simple level, for
example, they may answer basic two key-word questions about a story.

WSP6

Pupils select and recognise or read a small number of words or symbols linked to
familiar vocabulary, for example, name, people, objects or actions. They match
letters and short words.

WSP7

Pupils show an interest in the activity of reading. They predict elements of a
narrative, for example, when the adult stops reading, pupils fill in the missing word.
They distinguish between print or symbols and pictures in texts. They understand the
conventions of reading, for example, following text left to right, top to bottom and
page following page. They know that their name is made up of letters.

WSP8

Pupils understand that words, symbols and pictures convey meaning. They recognize
or read a growing repertoire of familiar words or symbols, including their own
names. They recognise at least half the letters of the alphabet by shape, name or
sound. They associate sounds with patterns in rhymes, with syllables, and with
words or symbols.

WSP 9

Pupils are developing the ability to read words by blending sounds learnt so far. They
listen to a range of stories and rhymes and are starting to learn simple rhymes and
say them out loud. Pupils are beginning to make predictions on the basis of what



they have heard so far. They are starting to react appropriately to emotions within a
story. Pupils can identify characters from a story consistently and accurately.

WSP10

Pupils can understand the complexity of a sequence of a story. They can recognise all
graphemes and phonemes and can apply these confidently. They have a growing
confidence in reading words using a variety of techniques, including blending and
can read all common exception words. They can use and apply punctuation and can
check the text makes sense as they read including correcting any inaccurate reading.
They can apply what they have read to experiences they have had.

WSP 11+

Pupils can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondence
between spelling and sound. They can display embedded decoding of words using
phonic skills and show fluent reading through accurate blending of alternative
sounds for graphemes. Pupils can read words of 3 or more syllables that contain
graphemes that they are familiar with. Pupils can read aloud books matched to their
phonic knowledge, sounding out quickly, automatically and without hesitation. They
can listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, plays, reference
and text books. Pupils are beginning to discuss the sequence of events in books and
how items of information are related. Pupils can draw inferences and make
predictions about what might happen and are beginning to justify these with
evidence. They are beginning to read for a range of purposes and are starting to
understand that texts are structured in different ways.

Phonics

The Link School (Primary Site) use Jolly Phonics to deliver a thorough foundation for
reading and writing.

Jolly Phonics is a synthetic phonics method of teaching the letter sounds in a way
that is fun and multi-sensory. The children learn how to use the letter sounds to read
and spell words.

Jolly Phonics also includes learning irregular or ‘tricky words’.eg said, was and the.
The five basic skills for reading and writing taught through Jolly Phonics are:

1. Learning the letter sounds

2. Learning the letter formation
3. Blending

4. Identifying sounds in words
5. Spelling the tricky words



3. Whole site approach to Literacy

e Good use of formative and summative assessment to develop strengths and
weaknesses.

e Developing a language rich environment with opportunities for multi-sensory
learning.

e Afocus on vocabulary and phonological awareness.

e Implementing resources and teaching strategies which heighten multisensory cues
to language and phonics.

e Focus on reading for meaning and language comprehension,



